[I] Who is responsible for this formulation? Can it be rabbis? 
Then could the consensus of the rabbis concur with R. 
Eliezer and also differ from his position? 


[J] R. Jonah in the name of R. Huna: “All of them represent the 
position of R. Eliezer. The differences in this case are 
based on the same principles as are in the following case, 
which has been taught: “A false witness is disqualified for 
all testimony in the Torah,” the words of R. Meir. Said R. 
Yosé, “Under what circumstances? When he is found 
perjured in a capital case. But if he was perjured in c 
monetary case, then it is only in monetary cases that he is 
suspect and disqualified.” 


[K] Now the position of R. Yosé is equivalent to the consensus 
of sages here, and that of R. Meir is equivalent to that of R. 
Eliezer. 


1:8 


[A] He who saw the new moon but cannot go [on his own to testify]— 


they bring him along on an ass, even in a palanquin. 


[B] And if there is an ambush set up against them, they take staves in 


hand. 


[C] And if it was a long trip, they take food in hand. 


[D] For: On account of a journey [requiring travel] for a night and a day 


[1:1 A] 


[1:2 A] 


[B] 


they violate [the prohibitions of] the Sabbath and go forth to give 
testimony about the new moon, since it is said [Lev. 23:4]: “These 
are the set feasts of the Lord, even holy convocations, which you 
shall proclaim in their appointed season.” 


Said R. Isaac, “The Torah speaks in imprecise idioms of various kinds, 
for example: ‘And the man wondered at her’ (Gen.24:2); any jar 
holding two seahs [M. Ter. 10:8}, And if there is an ambush set up 
against them, they take staves in hand.” 


Might one think that just as they may profane the Sabbath to give 
testimony concerning these particular new moons, so they may profane 
the Sabbath to announce the the dates of the New Month have been 
set? 


Scripture states, “which you shall proclaim” (Lev. 23A:4) — 
concerning the proclamation only you may profane the Sabbath, but 
you may not profane the Sabbath to announce that they have been 
designated. 


